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will be Spanish-speaking. The success of
these citizens is vital to our continued na-
tional prosperity, and we must ensure that
they are empowered with the tools and op-
portunities they need to thrive in the next
century.

That is why my Administration has worked
to widen the circle of economic opportunity,
enforce our civil rights laws, invest in health
and education, and promote racial reconcili-
ation. We have launched a major initiative
to mobilize the resources and expertise of
the Federal Government, the private sector,
and local communities to end racial and eth-
nic disparities in health conditions and health
care. We established the first-ever Office of
Minority Health Research and Alternative
Medicine at the National Institutes of
Health. We also have sought to expand our
Hispanic Education Action Plan with an ad-
ditional $480 million for improving edu-
cational programs and institutions serving
high concentrations of Hispanic students. We
cannot seize the enormous opportunities of
the 21st century if a large percentage of our
children lack the skills and knowledge they
need to reach their full potential.

In honor of the many contributions that
Hispanic Americans have made and continue
to make to our Nation and our culture, the
Congress, by Public Law 100–402, has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
annually a proclamation designating Septem-
ber 15 through October 15 as ‘‘National His-
panic Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 1999, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon government offi-
cials, educators, and the people of the United
States to honor this observance with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs,
and I encourage all Americans to rededicate
themselves to the pursuit of equality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-nine, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 16, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 17.

Memorandum on the Working
Group on International Energy
September 14, 1999

Memorandum for the Assistant to the
President for Science and Technology

Subject: Working Group on International
Energy

The report of the President’s Committee
of Advisors on Science and Technology
(PCAST), Powerful Partnerships: The Fed-
eral Role in International Cooperation on
Energy Innovation, will help advance my Ad-
ministration’s goals for addressing energy-
linked economic, environmental, and secu-
rity challenges. As you point out in the syn-
thesis of the report, our window of oppor-
tunity for moving the world off of its current
energy trajectory—which entails higher con-
sumer costs, greater regional pollution, more
pronounced climate disruption, and increas-
ing risks to energy security—is closing fast.
Thus, we should act expeditiously on
PCAST’s recommendations for strengthen-
ing capacities for energy technology innova-
tion, promoting technologies to limit energy
demand and for a cleaner energy supply, and
improving management of the Federal inter-
national energy research and development
portfolio.

As a first step, I direct you to form a work-
ing group on international energy research,
development, demonstration, and deploy-
ment under the National Science and Tech-
nology Council, as recommended by PCAST.
The working group should build on the
PCAST report and assess the portfolio of pro-
grams underway in the Federal agencies and
develop a strategic vision, including budget
recommendations that can be considered in
agency requests for FY 2001.

Please commend John Holdren, the mem-
bers of his panel, and all of PCAST for its
fine report on this important matter.

William J. Clinton
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NOTE: This memorandum was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on September 15.

Remarks to the People of New
Zealand in Christchurch, New
Zealand
September 15, 1999

Thank you very much. Good afternoon.
Prime Minister Shipley, Burton and Anna
and Ben; and Sir Edmund Hillary and Lady
Hillary; Ambassadors Beeman and Bolger,
and their wives; to Mayor Moore: Dr. Erb,
Dr. Benton, Mr. Mace, Dr. Colwell; to all
of those who have made our visit here so
memorable: Let me begin on behalf of my
family and my party by thanking the officials
and the people of New Zealand for giving
us 5 absolutely glorious days in one of the
most beautiful places on Earth. We are very
grateful.

Hurricane Floyd
I hope you will all indulge me just one

moment. This is my only chance to speak
not only to you but to the people of the
United States today. And since we’re here
to talk about the weather, you should know
that my country is facing one of the most
serious hurricanes ever to threaten the
United States, if the predictions of its force
and scope hold true.

This morning I signed an emergency dec-
laration for the States of Florida and Georgia
to provide for assistance for emergency pro-
tective and preventive measures. I have been
in close contact with our Vice President, Al
Gore, and our Director of Emergency Man-
agement, James Lee Witt. They are working
around the clock to prepare for the storm.
I ask all of you here to remember my fellow
Americans, and after we finish the state din-
ner tonight, I am going to fly home, and we
will make the best job of it we can.

Antarctica and Climate Change
Let me say I am particularly honored to

be here with Sir Edmund Hillary, referred
to in our family as my second favorite Hillary.
[Laughter] I read that when Sir Edmund
turned 50 he resolved to do three things: to
build a house on the cliffs above the Tasman
Sea; to become a better skier; to do a grand

traverse up the peaks of Mt. Cook. I’m won-
dering what he resolved to do when he
turned 80. I hear the All Blacks may have
a new fullback. [Laughter] I wish you a happy
80th birthday, sir, and I wish all of us might
lead lives half so full and productive as yours.

I come here to this beautiful city and to
this place to deepen a partnership between
the United States and New Zealand that is
already long and strong. In this century,
young Americans and New Zealanders have
fought again and again side by side to turn
back tyranny and to defend democracy. We
have worked together on peacekeeping mis-
sions. We have stood together for expanded
opportunity for our people through trade.
We even let you borrow the America’s Cup
from time to time. [Laughter] We hope to
reverse our generosity shortly. [Laughter]
We are grateful for your friendship, and we
thank you for it.

This magnificent center stands as a symbol
of what we can accomplish when we work
together, and I would argue is a symbol of
what will be most important about our co-
operation in the 21st century.

You heard Sir Edmund talk about his trip
across Antarctica. When he started it, some
people called it the last great journey on
Earth. As I was reading about it, I understand
that he actually overheard one farmer ask an-
other, ‘‘that there Antarctica, how many
sheep do they run to the acre?’’ [Laughter]

But America believed in his mission and
has long been fascinated with Antarctica.
Way back in 1820, Nathaniel Brown Palmer
was one of the first people to sight it. A few
years later, an American exploring expedition
mapped more than 1,500 miles of the Ant-
arctic coast, ending a centuries-old debate
over whether a big land mass, in fact, existed
around the South Pole.

Forty years ago, inspired in part by Sir
Edmund’s expedition, the United States con-
vened a meeting in Washington to preserve
the Antarctic forever as a haven for peace
and scientific cooperation. Today, we can all
be proud that not a single provision of the
Antarctic Treaty has ever been violated.
Forty-three nations, representing two-thirds
of the world’s population, adhere to the trea-
ty. And the Antarctic is what it should be,


